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TOi Mr. T. E. Bellly - Indianapolis OFFICE:St. Louis Park 

moMi H. L. Finch DATE March 16, 1967 

SUOJECT: S7. LOUIS PA23K ABOVE THE CBOUHD PIPIIiG . BEPIMEBX 

A number of letters have bson written an-ll a gocd deal of 
dfscuesion has resolved around the need for St. Louis Park 
to reccve the pipe lines fro*a the trenches and place them 
above ground. Basicolly, both the Ensincorlng Department 
and the Production Dcpartnent arc agreed that the above the 
ground piping will provide a mora effioieut operation at Sc. 
Louis P^rk* 

Brle.ly, the trenches that now ccntain the piping between the 
tanls in the tank farm and the Refinery, have beccae quite 
crowded over the years and scdinent has built un su that 
leak.i are virtually inpossible to locate and, if they are 
locai-ed, are extrecely difficult to repair. The concrete 
that fores the trenches has gradually deteriorated and the 
hangers holding the pipes have been pulled out of tha concrete. 
Tlie aniount of stean necessary to operate the tr«atir.g plant 
and the refinery has increased over the years. To bccter 
utilize t!ie steam produced the steam lines were recoveo from 
the trenches and placed above ground. By removing the steam 
lines from the trenches we remove the inefficiency of heating 
up the water often contained in the trenches, but our probler» 
of cold lines v;as increased. Uo\i wo are faced with the ex­
tremely difficult task of heating a line sufficiently to in­
sure no plug ups during pumping. 

The wasted movement and difficulties encountered because of 
our line;: being in trenches, contribute many factors to in­
creased cost. For exinple; the other day in loading a car 
of creosote oil that should have taken a ratter cf hours turned 
into a t.jti; that ran into a natter of days. The wasted motion 
and disruptfid production robs St. Louis Park of prospective 
profit. 

Mr. Fenogllo orlrinnted wrk order request 2^*6 fcr "New Tar 
Process and Transfer Lines" in accordonco with his drawing 
2'l6A-l, after preparing a preliminary estimate on June 3, 1963, 
The reason for the delay between the preliminary estimate nrui 
the consummation of the drawing was tte inability to devote 
engineering- time to t-.is project, liiglncering time had not 
been avallabls to us so that we felt v;e could satisfactorily 

.. progress with the above the ground piping, until Nr. Paul Wnite 
received •. transfer f?x)m Indiunurolls to Iilni;e?>nolis. Mr. White 
he:: now become f?i.Tiliur v/ith tho .St. Louis P'lrk noflnery suf-
flolcr-tl;' so that n pruject of thds mture might be undertaken. 

The over-ell revamping of UB Refinery piping was broken into 
two phases: 
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1. The above the gro-jnd piping in the tank fern to the 
headers in the Beflnery, referring to drawing 246A-2 
prepared by Kr. White. 

2. The eliaination of the groimd tanks end replacement 
by above the ground tanks. 

The first phase was given preference since more difficulties 
are encountered with line plug ups and leaks in tiie trenches 
in the tank fam and to and from the tank farm, than the 
trouble we expertence with the underground tanks. T!:is is 
a difficult distinction in the Spring when o;a» problem with 
underground tanks is Inmeasurebly increased with the rising 
water. 

Plans wei*e considered to possibly do the greater proportion 
of the change over with our own personnel. However, on re-
exanining our staff and the task before us, it vas realized 
that we did not have the tine nor the facilities. VIth the 
labor supply being very short a consideration of Increasing 

^ our staff on a temporary basis was set aside. 

4 Two quotations were obtained on the first phase to cover the 
V above the ground piping in the tank faro. BJorknan gave us 
1 the most detailed quotation and, since they had done other 
\ work for us in a very satisfactory nanner, we reconaend that 
4 they be given the order to proceed with the above the ground 

piping on the first phase. Bjorkman's estisate is based on 
a eo5t»plus errangeaent, not to exceed y;2^b55.00. Included 
Is a copy of their proposal and estimate cost sheet. 

Yours very truly, 
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L. Pinch 
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ee: Kr. C. P. Lesher - Indpls. 
Kr. H. J. Hennessy - Reilly Lab. 
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